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Preamble:

From March 1 -5, 1994, 85 Christians from 6 continents gathered in Malaysia to seek the Spirit's guidance on how an understanding of the Kingdom could help to integrate the three streams of world evangelization, social action, and renewal in the Spirit.   After prayer, dialogue and searching the Scriptures, we offer these Kingdom Affirmations and commitments to the Church worldwide because we believe that focusing on the Gospel that Jesus Himself announced can unite and empower the Church today for costly obedience and wholistic mission.

After John was put into prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the Good News of God. "The time has come," he said," The Kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news." 1   Our Lord Jesus commanded his disciples to pray daily, "Your Kingdom come, Your will be  done on earth,2 and to seek first the Kingdom of God 3 in the totality of their lives. By word and action, in Galilee, Golgotha and the empty tomb, Jesus powerfully and visibly demonstrated God's reign over all of life. That reign is now powerfully present among us and will reach its fulfillment at Christ's return.

Around the world, in many different places and traditions, the theme of the Kingdom has become central in a new way in our time. It has inspired charismatics, pentecostals, evangelical social activists, ecumenical leaders, and people devoted to world evangelization. Unfortunately, many Christians have yet to discover the full importance of Jesus' good news of the Kingdom. But we believe that developing our theology and mission with particular attention to the way Jesus himself defined his person and work will help to unite the church to offer God's healing to a lost and broken world.

We Confess That All Too Often –

We have obscured our witness to the Kingdom by tearing apart the interrelated tasks of proclamation of the Word and social transformation, and tried to do both without total dependence on the power of the Holy Spirit.

We have ignored the centrality of the Good News of the Kingdom of God in the teaching of Jesus, failing to present the Gospel the way Jesus did.

We have distorted Jesus' Gospel by failing to preach and demonstrate that it always includes Good News for the poor.

We have failed to recognise that love is the definite mark of the Kingdom of God - neglecting to love the Lord with all our heart, soul, strength and mind, and our neighbours as ourselves.

We have diluted Jesus' Gospel by neglecting to proclaim and live its radical challenge to the evil in every culture, society and socio-economic system.

We have disgraced the Gospel by failing to live what Jesus taught.

We have mocked by our proud divisions Jesus' prayer that our visible love for each other would convince the world he came from the Father.

Some have one-sidedly emphasized the individual and personal aspects of the Kingdom of God to the neglect of the corporate and communal, and others have done the reverse.
We have failed to serve our neighbours and witness to the Kingdom in the affairs of government, education, business, economics, trade unions, science, welfare, medicine, the media and the arts.

We have prayed Your Kingdom come and ignored the command to seek it first in our personal and societal lifestyles.

Therefore we repent of our failure to let Christ be King in these areas. We will redress these failures with biblical teaching, small group accountability, robust theological debate and wholistic congregations and ministries that integrate proclamation, social transformation and renewal in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Biblical Foundations


The Lord is a great God and King above all gods.4 As the Creator, Sustainer, Owner and Ruler of the whole universe God has never given up, nor will God ever give up, his rule over this universe.

God placed the world under the stewardship of women and men made in God's own image.5 Tragically they rebelled against their Creator, bringing devastation, disorder and evil into the entire created order.6 Yet God still desired to establish his authority and rule in the lives of persons and societies. Through Israel, his chosen people, God began to reveal the plan of salvation and restoration of creation. The prophets promised that some day the Messiah would come to bring God's actual rule on earth in a new, powerful way. In that day, there would be salvation, justice, and peace - wholeness in all areas of life - for men, women and children.7
Jesus the carpenter, son of David and eternal Son of God, fulfilled the prophetic promise and inaugurated the Messianic age by proclaiming and demonstrating the Kingdom of God.8 As he healed the sick, cast out demons and announced the Good News of the Kingdom, he demonstrated and taught that the reign of God had broken decisively into history in his person and work.9
The character of this dawning Kingdom became clear through Jesus' astonishing words and works which followed his anointing by the Holy Spirit. He taught that God freely welcomes all who repent of their sins and seek God's forgiveness. He identified the enemies of God's Kingdom as Satan with his evil forces and all people who join him in opposing God.  Jesus challenged the evils of his society and showed special concern for the poor, weak and marginalised. To those denied human power and dignity, Jesus offered full access to the love and power of God and a dignified place in the human community. He taught that his Kingdom was not a political kingdom of this world that one could install through military power.10 But he also showed that his Kingdom was becoming visible in this world both in miraculous signs and wonders and in the new community of forgiven sinners - women and men, prostitutes and tax collectors, young and old, rich and poor, educated and uneducated - who were beginning to live the Kingdom principles he taught. In fact, Jesus insisted that the love and unity of his disciples would be so powerfully visible that it would demonstrate that he had come from the Father.

So sweeping was his challenge to the established social order and so unacceptable his claims to be Messiah and only begotten Son of the Father, that the authorities crucified him to prove that his claims were false. On the cross, Jesus atoned for our sins and reconciled us to God as that we could freely enter his new Kingdom as forgiven sinners. His resurrection on the third day confirmed that the Kingdom of God had broken decisively into history. It also showed that Jesus' example of suffering love, self-denial and suffering for righteousness' sake is normative for believers and a central way in which the kingdom brings life in this world.

After his resurrection and return to the Father, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to equip and empower men and women to live, proclaim and demonstrate the Good News of the Kingdom to the ends of the earth.11 In different settings and contexts, the first Christians described the Gospel as the Good News of Christ, l2 of God,13 of salvation,14 of grace,15 and of peace.16 They were not preaching new, divergent Gospels but rather retelling with different words the one story about Jesus, the Galilean teacher who is the expected Messiah, risen Lord and only Saviour, who now offers salvation freely to all who repent, believe, and join his Messianic community. The Risen Lord called the members of that new community to submit their total lives to his Lordship.17 As the early church did that, society's sinful walls dividing men and women, Jews and Greeks, rich and poor came crashing down. So different was this new community of the King that Paul dared to teach that the very existence of this multi-ethnic, multi-class body of men and women was a central part of the Gospel he proclaimed and a major demonstration of the power of the cross.18
The early church's failure and sin underlines the truth that the Kingdom will not be present in its fullness until Christ returns.19 Meanwhile the battle with Satan and the kingdom of darkness continues to rage. But the resurrection demonstrates that the Risen One will ultimately prevail.20 At His return, Christ will complete God's plan of restoring the entire created order to wholeness. That ultimate salvation includes not only the resurrection of persons, but the restoration of the groaning creation,21 and the inauguration of the new Jerusalem filled with the honour and glory of the nations.22 Then the kingdoms of this world will truly be the Kingdom of our Lord.

The King and His Kingdom

1. We believe that the Kingdom of God and Jesus Christ the King are inseparable.23
Therefore we make the Lord Jesus Christ our central focus. We refuse either to substitute human programmes for the King and his kingdom or to divorce the naming of the King from the doing of his will.

2. We believe that the Kingdom of God becomes evident where people confess the King and do his will.

Therefore by word and deed we seek to share the Gospel with men, women and children everywhere, inviting them to accept Christ as Saviour and Lord, join his new community, and submit their total lives to his rule.24
3. We believe that wherever people do God's will, signs of the kingdom emerge in human society.

Therefore we will co-operate with all who do God's will in their searching for peace, justice, life and freedom. In so doing we will always witness that the foundation and fulfillment of God's will are found in Jesus the King of the Kingdom.

4. We believe that God, through the Spirit, enabled Jesus to proclaim and demonstrate the Kingdom of God while he was on earth.25

Therefore we encourage women and men to seek the gifts of the Holy Spirit and know the Holy Spirit's empowering as they seek first the Kingdom of God.

5. We believe churches are called to be the visible expressions of Christ's dawning Kingdom.

Therefore we seek to be transformed communities whose loving unity convinces the world that Jesus came from the Father; we seek to be caring communities that demonstrate to our confused world that the divisions of race, gender and class can be overcome in Christ; and we seek, like Jesus, to challenge all that is evil in society, showing special concern for the weak, poor and marginalized.

6. We believe the Bible is the basis for our understanding of God's Kingdom.26

Therefore we fully acknowledge the trustworthiness of the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, confess that Christ is their centre, and seek to interpret all matters of faith and conduct in the light of its teaching under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Signs of the Kingdom of God
We believe that the following are significant signs of the presence of the Kingdom of God:

1. The presence of Jesus in the midst of his gathered people.27
Therefore we look to the Church to be both a sign of, and a signpost to, the Kingdom of God as we experience the joy, peace and sense of celebration which Christ's presence brings.

2. The proclamation of the Gospel.28
Therefore we will seek to communicate the Gospel as Jesus did by all means, in all places, at all times and encourage all followers of Jesus to do likewise.

3. Conversion and the new birth.29
Therefore we will expect to see the Holy Spirit bringing people out of the kingdom of darkness and into the Kingdom of God.

4. The existence of the church, Jesus' new Messianic community, which unites in love young and old, rich and poor and people from all ethnic groups.

Therefore we pray and expect the church to be a faithful, although imperfect picture of Christ's coming Kingdom - a strikingly different community where the world's brokenness and sinful dividing walls are being overcome.

5. Deliverance from the forces of evil.30
We take seriously the power of evil in human affairs: in people's personal behaviour, in the godlessness, injustice and inhumanity seen in every culture, and in occult practices.

Therefore we will minister in the name of Jesus to all who are under the influence of the devil, challenging the faulty teachings, world views, unjust social structures, and cultural and cultic practices that oppress men, women and children today.

6. The Holy Spirit working in power.31
We expect to see God transforming people, performing miracles and healings today, and sustaining people in their suffering.

Therefore we will seek to be willing vessels through whom the Holy Spirit can demonstrate that the Kingdom of God is amongst us.

7. The fruit of the Holy Spirit in the lives of people.32
Therefore we pray earnestly that all who confess and follow Christ be transformed from day to day into His image and likeness from one degree of glory to another.33
8. A courageous, joyous bearing of suffering for righteousness' sake.34
 Therefore, as Jesus suffered, we will not be surprised if suffering comes to us.

Entering the Kingdom of God
1. We believe that persons enter the kingdom of God not by works and human effort but by the unmerited grace of divine forgiveness as they repent of their sins, trust in God's forgiveness accomplished at the cross, believe in Jesus Christ the crucified and risen Lord, and are born again by the Spirit.35
Therefore we do all in our power to urge women and men of all races to accept Christ, join his new community and submit every part of their lives to his Lordship.

2. We believe that faithful communication of the Good News of the Kingdom requires costly, incarnational identification with people whatever their need.36

Therefore we commit ourselves to forms of kingdom witness that minister to the whole person in his or her context and refuse to isolate proclamation from social involvement.

3. We believe that Jesus both joyfully welcomed all people into the Kingdom and also taught a particular concern for the poor, weak, and oppressed, even warning that it would be hard for the powerful, the wealthy or the influential of this world to enter it.37
Therefore we resolve to practice a costly incarnational witness that demonstrates to the poor as clearly as Jesus did that the Gospel is for them and makes clear to the rich and powerful that they cannot accept Jesus' full Gospel without identifying with the poor the way that Jesus did

.

The Kingdom of God and the Church

1. We believe that the Church is the community of the King, the Body of Christ, a visible evidence of his presence and God's chosen people to demonstrate the Kingdom in this world.38

Therefore we will resist the constant temptation to conform to the brokenness of surrounding society, seek to renew the Church so that it is a convincing picture of Christ's dawning Kingdom, and mobilise all Christians to be salt and light in their local communities and around the world.

2. We believe that the local congregation has many interrelated tasks - worship, fellowship, nurture, education, proclamation and social engagement.39

Therefore we will seek to develop biblically balanced, Spirit-filled congregations whose inward communal life and outward mission in the world faithfully reflect all that our Lord summoned the church to be and do.

3. We believe the Church transcends all denominational differences, and is made up of women and men from all nations, cultures, ages and walks of life who are being transformed by the power of the Spirit of God.40
Therefore we will seek to demonstrate visibly love and unity in the worldwide body of Christ so that the world may believe that Jesus came from the Father.41 Furthermore, the worship and life of each local congregation should affirm the heritage of each culture represented in its midst, allowing this diversity to enrich and enhance our service of God. In addition, since no local congregation can embrace all the diversity of the global body of Christ, we will express in our international relationships a partnership that demonstrates our equality in Christ.

4. We believe that Church growth is a normal outcome of seeking first the Kingdom of God.42
Therefore where Christians do this, local congregations will grow and new congregations will be planted and established.   

 5. We believe that a loving, servant heart towards God and other people is the prime characteristic of being Kingdom people.43

Therefore we seek to demonstrate this in our congregations, communities and all other areas of life.

6. We believe that the Church does not exist for itself but was established by Christ as a witness to the Kingdom of God.44 

Therefore in every area of Church life, we will make decisions not in terms of ecclesiastical self-preservation but rather in terms of what promotes the Kingdom.

7. We believe that God delegates authority to women and men in the Church, raises up men and women as leaders at all levels and expects those in such positions to act responsibly and with humility.45

Therefore we encourage those in authority in the Church to model servant leadership, act with integrity, seek accountability, encourage teamwork, and nurture the spiritual gifts of everyone.

Opposition to the Kingdom of God
1. We believe that Satan is opposed to the Kingdom of God and that there is continual and hostile conflict between the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of darkness.46

Therefore, expecting opposition to the establishment of the Kingdom of God in our own lives, in our families, in our local communities and in our world, we will boldly engage in the kind of spiritual warfare taught in the Scriptures.

2. We believe that the apostle Paul's teaching on the fallen principalities and powers refers to supernatural rebellious beings and the distorted social systems and unjust structures of society.47 When Christians name the unrighteousness of social structures, they become a target of these powers which attack through human or demonic means.

Therefore we combat the fallen powers by prayer, spiritual warfare, careful socio-economic analysis and political engagement. We reject one-sided views that claim that we must either pray or do social analysis, either engage in spiritual warfare or political action. We will do all this in the power of the Spirit.

3. We believe that in the cross, Jesus disarmed the principalities and  powers and broke down the dividing walls between groups that they create and reinforce.48

Therefore we will seek to ensure that the church is a community which admits no division of race, class or gender thus becoming a central witness to the principalities and powers that their dominion is over.49

4. We believe that Satan regularly seeks to seduce God's people to substitute false gospels for the truth Jesus revealed.

Therefore we reject one-sided gospels of wealth, health, self-esteem and salvation through politics. We refuse to replace divine revelation with subjective experience, to substitute personal preferences for divine commandments, and to exchange management skills and marketing techniques for intercessory prayer and dependence on the Holy Spirit.

The Kingdom of God and Society
1. We believe that God now reigns, though often unacknowledged, over every area of life, that God restrains evil and promotes good in society, and that God desires his will to be done on earth as in heaven.

Therefore we seek not only to live as Jesus' new redeemed community in the church, but also to work as responsible citizens influencing social institutions and systems toward the wholeness God intends.
2. We believe that the Kingdom of God transcends, judges and seeks to transform all cultures. It is radically different from, and challenges the fallenness of the status quo in every society.50

Therefore, we will, using the standards of the Kingdom of God, affirm the unique strengths and continuing good of each culture, judge every society, and seek to transform distorted cultural values and evil social structures.

3. We believe that God wills human community to be based on stable family life and life-long fidelity between husband and wife. The Kingdom of God calls into being family-like relationships of brother and sister and mother and father and provides a model for church life which assists in building healthy families. The rule of Christ thus brings dignity and sanctity to both the single and married states.51 
 Therefore we will model and support fidelity within a permanent marriage covenant between one man and one woman, and chastity outside of marriage.

4. We believe that God has ordained a variety of institutions in society and that God wills that political rulers recognise their significant but limited role.

Therefore as we pray for all in authority, we will emphasise the importance of non-governmental institutions including church and family and seek the good of the social order by examining carefully what things are best done by government and what things are best done by intermediate institutions. We reject the political fallacy that the government should or can solve all problems, remembering that divine grace and personal conversion are needed to produce the transformed persons and wholesome families that are so essential for a good society. We also reject the view that dismisses government's responsibility to promote the good and seek justice.

5. We believe that the Kingdom of God affects the whole of every person's being.52
Therefore we are concerned about physical, cultural, social, spiritual, intellectual and emotional wholeness in human lives.

6. We believe that God is the rightful owner and ruler of this universe, but he has given the care of the earth to men and women."

Therefore we are committed to a wise and responsible stewardship of all creation and we are opposed to all forms of greed and abuse.

7.  We believe that an understanding of the Kingdom of God will bring men and women to a deeper appreciation of the peace and justice of God.54
Therefore we determine to act justly, search diligently for non-violent approaches, and promote freedom, peace and justice in society.

8. We believe reconciliation is at the heart of the message of the good news of the kingdom and is God's ultimate intention for humanity55
Therefore, while recognizing that complete reconciliation among persons is impossible without reconciliation with God and thus that violence and hatred will continue until Christ returns, we nevertheless work for that partial reconciliation between  hostile cultures, nations, races and ethnic groups that is possible now, knowing that God's will is peace on earth. 

9. We believe the Kingdom of God encourages caring and sharing lifestyles as opposed to materialism and individualism.56
Therefore we urge cooperation rather than excessive competition, and oppose the consumerism and materialism of much of society. We are personally committed to living a sacrificial and simpler lifestyle.

The Kingdom of God and the Future
1. We believe that Jesus Christ will return and that it is God's intention to reconcile all things through Christ.57
Therefore we wait expectantly for the time when the full reign of the Kingdom of God will be seen and the whole creation will be healed and restored.

2. We believe that the Kingdom of God is both a present reality and a future expectation. It is both already and not yet fully. We live in the period between the inauguration and consummation of the Kingdom. At that consummation all the kingdoms of this world will come under the reign of Christ.58
Therefore we seek its demonstration here on earth while awaiting its full revelation in the future.

3. We believe that there is an important role for this earth in the future under the rule and reign of Jesus Christ the King.59
Therefore we will value not only the spiritual but also the material and care for the creation as a sign of Christ's coming restoration of all things.

Commitment to the Kingdom of God

1. We believe that commitment to the cause of the Kingdom of God will mean costly discipleship for people in terms of time, possessions, money and abilities.60

Therefore we urge prayerful evaluation of priorities, mutual accountability, and sacrificial obedience and call Christians to evaluate everything they possess in relation to the Kingdom. 
2. We believe that people were created to live within the kingdom of God and that they thrive under its rule.61
Therefore, it is living by the principles of the Kingdom of God in the community of the King, that people reach their maximum potential and experience life in all its fullness. Thus the Kingdom of God is not a threat to humanity, but God's wonderful gift.

3. We believe that the Kingdom of God confers a new identity on everyone who enters it whatever their standing in life. It affirms their ability to contribute to their neighbours.

Therefore we will encourage all members of the Church to see their work as service to God and to discover and exercise the gifts with which God has endowed them.

4. We believe that the Kingdom of God calls people to devote their talents to the service of the hungry, the stranger, the naked, the sick, the prisoners whom Jesus identified as his brothers and sisters.

Therefore we encourage people to develop their God-given talents in order that they may risk them in the service of the poor, weak and marginalized.

Final Summation
As Christians gathered together from six continents, we affirm that Jesus' Good News of the Kingdom requires that we observe his Kingly rule:

in all things.

Therefore there is no human activity, no region of human endeavour which is beyond God's reign.

at all times.

Therefore we repudiate any distinction between the sacred and the secular which obscures that biblical truth that God is King of all times and places.

in all situations.

Therefore we urge all Christians to seek first the Kingdom of God in the home, in the Church, at work, in study, in their local community, during recreation and in all other activities of their lives as our highest priority in our lives.

as our highest priority in our lives.
Therefore we will not permit anything to distract or deter us from seeking first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.

It is therefore our consensus and determined resolve, with prayer and the Holy Spirit's enabling, to commit ourselves to the outworking of these affirmations and commitments. It is also our prayer that all who read them will join us in this commitment.
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